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and false traitors* - should turn against their native country: SI
think it was never heard of amongst the very Scythians. It is said
that the snakes in Syria will not bite nor sting the people that are
born there; but these most venomous snakes you see do not
only labour to bite and sting us, but., as a generation of cruel
vipers, to tear us in pieces and to feed themselves with our
blood.' He went on to praise the Queen's government and re-
view her life-story as the object of Catholic hatred. God had
blessed where papists had cursed, and multiplied His innumer-
able benefits upon England. He had defended Elizabeth and her
realm, 'making the very birds of the air* - a felicitous descrip-
tion of Walsingham I - as it were to reveal the conspiracies of her
-enemies. The King of Spain, to the wonder of all Europe, had
suffered great loss and dishonour. He was unlikely to make him-
self a byword to posterity by acquiescence. Consequently they
must prepare their defence. Their noble predecessors, though
lacking their means, had been able to defend England* and in
their day had been most worthy conquerors, * Shall we*, he
asked, 'now suffer ourselves with all dishonour to be con-
quered? England hath been accounted hitherto the most re-
nowned kingdom for valour and manhood in all Christendom,
and shall we now lose our old reputation? If we should, it had
been better for England we had never been born/

Of the answer there was not a doubt. Among thousands of
the poorer sort who, willy-nilly, had gone to the wars by sea and
knd, there were hundreds who had gladly ventured and were
yet to venture and die. *In troth, they were young gentlemen,
yeomen, and yeomen's sons and artificers of the most brave
sort, such as did disdain to pilfer and steal, but went as voluntary
to serve of a gaiety and joyalty of mind, all which kind of people
are the force and flower of a kingdom.' Both Lords and Com-
mons were inflamed with the same spirit. They granted an ex-
traordinary, a double tax, and at the closing ceremony the
Speaker, on behalf of both Houses, suggested that the Queen
should declare open war upon Spain, offensive and defensive.
He offered etheir bodies, their lives, lands and goods' in the
service.